
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BUDAPEST INTERNATIONAL DOCUMENTARY FESTIVAL 

 

 

BIDF (Budapest International Documentary Festival) is the Hungarian competition and forum 

of the world’s most prestigious, most recent and internationally acclaimed (Academy Award 

winning, Academy Award nominated, European Film Award winning, and/or awarded at the 

Venice, Locarno, Karlovy Vary, Berlinale, Sundance, IDFA, HOT DOCS, etc. film festivals) 

feature-length creative documentaries, the Hungarian premiere of which also takes place at 

BIDF. At this moment, BIDF is Hungary’s film festival with the largest audience, which also 

travels the whole year around the country. Budapest International Documentary Festival is the 

only international documentary festival in the capital of Hungary that,  

- Documentaries compete and are screened with no restriction on thematic or age;  

- The awarding of funds and other prizes are carried out by a prestigious international 

jury of 25 members, who are well-known and recognized figures of the international 

film industry: directors, producers, directors of film festivals, distributors, and 

prominent individuals from the Hungarian artistic and cultural life and the Hungarian 

press; 

- Since 2019, a student jury of international high school students has also been 

involved in the awarding of cash prizes; 

- Since 2018 – that is in 2023 as well –, a senior jury has also been involved in the 

https://bidf.hu/


awarding of cash prizes;  

- The creator or protagonist of each film is invited as a guest of the festival, and all 

of their expenses are born by BIDF; 

- At the end of each screening, we organize Q&A sessions and roundtable discussions 

and debates, whereby the audience and the professionals are given a chance to engage 

in conversations with the filmmakers and/or protagonists with a focus on the creation 

process’s details; 

- Similarly to 2020, 2021 and 2022 each festival film will be assigned a CIVILIAN 

AMBASSADOR, who is also an expert or stakeholder of the film concerned. 

Furthermore, each film that is screened for students will be assigned a HIGH 

SCHOOL STUDENT AMBASSADOR. Due to the Civilian Ambassadors, BIDF is 

attracting an ever-increasing number of viewers; 

- In addition to the competition sections, there are also other programmes outside of 

the competition waiting for the viewers (films of the festival’s lifetime achievement 

awardee, student films, “best of” films, further Hungarian film categories, and focuses 

introducing the film production of certain countries); 

- Alongside the festival, we offer a professional programme to the participants of the 

film industry each year that is only available in Hungary within the framework of 

BIDF. 

- The festival is constantly developing. From this year the festival established the 

international short documentary film section as well. 

 


