
NIK POWELL 
(1950 – 2019) 

 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

The sad news of the passing away of our dear colleague and friend Nik Powell has reached us 
less than a month after the fabulous CILECT Congress at VGIK, Moscow – a congress which 
Nik cherished to attend and for which he had prepared a speech entitled in his typical ironic 
style How NOT to Teach Storytelling at Film Schools. Until the very last minute he did not want 
to cancel his participation but even when he had to, he promised us that he would find a way 
to deliver it. Alas, Destiny had other plans… 

Nik was a man of many qualities and he had lots of passion; he was a gentleman and a child 
at the very same time. He could almost always make everyone listen with astonishment, 
laughter or awe (depending on what his goals were) and he could speak on numerous levels 
and depths about almost any possible theme. 

He was the producer of over 100 feature films among which classics such as Mona Lisa (1986), 
Scandal (1989), The Crying Game (1992), Twenty Four: Seven (1997), Little Voice (1998), Last 
Orders (2001) and Calendar Girls (2003). He was Chairman of the European Film Academy, 
the BAFTA Film Committee and Chevalier dans l'ordre des arts et Lettres. He was named an 
OBE in the 2018 Honours List.   

But one of his biggest achievements – an endeavor to which he dedicated enormous energy, 
efforts and love – was the new rise of UK’s National Film & TV School (NFTS) to become again 
one of the top educational institutions in the world. While Nik was Director of NFTS (2003-
2017) hundreds of student films produced under his leadership garnered BAFTAs and AMPAS 
awards & nominations. As GEECT’s Vice-Chair (2006-2014) he was a constant supporter of 
CILECT’s development in the direction of equity, diversity and inclusivity! 

We will miss him smile! We will miss his wit! We will miss his generous heart! May his soul 
rest in peace! 
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